al Italian neurologists working abroad in the USA, Europe, or Australia.
The list of the Editorial Board members throughout the years is reported in Table 1 .
From 1993 to 2012, the Editor in Chief was Giuliano Avanzini (Milan, Istituto Neurologico C. Besta) followed by Antonio Federico (University of Siena, up-todate) ( Fig. 3) .
Together with many Italian neurologists, also important foreign neurologists joined the Editorial Board (Robert Frackowiak, Lewis Rowland, Timoty Pedley) and most recently, after 2017, colleagues from The Netherlands (prof. De Visser), Israel (prof. Bornstein), Romania (prof. Muresanu), and Russia (prof. Gueckt).
In the next months, the foreign group of Associate Editors will be further enriched with experts from Austria, Germany, China, Slovenia, Tunisia, Australia, and Taiwan, thus increasing our international impact, which is already reflected in the list of reviewers, the majority of whom are from international origin.
The journal was published every 4 months, in VIII format from 1980 to 1981. In relationship to the increase of the number of the submitted and published articles, the yearly issues were increased from 3 to 4 (1982-1985) and from 4 to 6 , while a larger format (IV) was introduced in 1996 ( Fig. 4) . In 2013, the issues per year were further increased to 12, thus establishing the current monthly periodicity.
At the end of 1997, the SIN board decided to change publisher, with an agreement with Springer-Verlag Italia.
The cover was changed and the first issue was published in February 1998 (Fig. 5) .
In April 2000 also the journal title was changed to Neurological Sciences to underline the international dimension of the journal (Fig. 6 ).
In this year, the journal moved from 0.18 impact factor (IF) to more than one, and the IF increase was more evident after the name changed to Neurological Sciences.
In 2012, we performed a cover restyling and provided the journal with a more modern feature that still characterizes it nowadays ( Fig. 7) [1] .
The recent history
In 2013, Neurological Sciences took the innovative decision to make all primary research articles available online only. Research papers are available online in both html and PDF format with permanent free access to SIN members and journal subscribers, so it can be printed locally and distributed as required at no cost. The reason of this choice is mainly due to the changing scholarly literature landscape. The Internet has fundamentally changed publishing, and scholarly articles are now primarily accessed electronically.
Editorial Board revision
A large revision of the Editorial Board has been performed in 2018: 10 new members joined the Associate Editors panel and 34 new members joined the Advisory Board (Fig. 8 ).
Editorial office activity
Nowadays, we are receiving a huge amount of contributions. After a slight decrease in 2016-2017, the trend was inverted in 2018, and in 2019, we expect to receive more than 1800 article submissions with a 37% increase vs the previous year ( Fig. 9 ) The rejection rate in the period January-August 2019 is about 70%.
The significant growth of article submissions determined a slight increase in the peer review processing time (Fig. 10) . In 2019, so far, the whole process has been completed in 125 days on average, while 44 days is the average time between submission and first decision.
As far as the geographical breakdown of submissions in 2018 is concerned, Asia-Middle East (50%) and European countries (43%) were the mainly represented areas, although the considerably high rejection rates recorded for Asiatic countries resulted in a reversed pattern of acceptance rates (Europe 56%, Asia-Middle East 40%) (Fig. 11) .
Italian contributions accounted for the 24% of whole submitted papers in 2018, while noteworthy are the contributions from emerging countries such as China (29% of whole submitted papers), Turkey (9%), Iran and Korea (5.3% each), and India (3%).
Despite the modest contribution of US authors in 2018 (2.5% of whole submitted papers), the increase of US submissions in 2018 is noteworthy (+ 62% vs 2017) and a further 50% increase is expected in 2019 (Table 2 ). Significant submission increases are being recorded in 2019 so far also for German (10-fold increase), Brazilian (2.6-fold increase), Iranian (+ 84%), UK (+ 50%), Chinese (+ 46%), and Japanese (+ 35%) authorship (Table 2) .
Production flow
Despite the significant increase of submissions recorded in the most recent years, turnaround times of the production flow are in line with most of the peer-reviewed journals in the field (Fig. 12) .
Accepted articles are published online first before inclusion into a regular issue. Online-first articles are in citable form since articles metadata are sent to all relevant abstracting and indexing services immediately after online publication.
In the most recent years, the number of online-first articles published in Neurological Sciences is in line with the number of published articles in issues; this prevented large online-first article backlogs and articles staying long times in the onlinefirst status (Fig. 13 ). An average of 30-33 articles per issue is currently published. Fig. 5 The first issue edited by Springer in 1998, cover layout Fig. 4 The new format (1996) In 2017, we published 362 articles in 12 regular issues and 50 articles in two supplements [Vol. 38, Suppl Regular issues are timely published and turnaround times are sufficiently low. To date, 110 online-first articles are waiting to be included in regular issues; these may cover about 3.5 forthcoming issues.
Original articles and Letters to the Editors are the article types usually included at the highest rates in journal regular issues. Over the years, we managed to increase the number of Review articles (Table 3) . This may positively affect the journal impact due to their significant contribution to the journal citation rate (see the "Citations" paragraph).
Usage
Journal articles are hosted in the SpringerLink journal homepage (https://link.springer.com/journal/10072). We recorded an increasing trend of full-text article downloads over the most recent years (2014) (2015) (2016) (2017) (2018) . If the trend is confirmed, in 2019, we expect a further 28% increase of article downloads vs the previous year (Fig. 14) .
Surprisingly, the largest percentage of SpringerLink users are coming from the USA (26%) although their contribution in terms of article submissions is very limited (2.5% of the whole 2018 submissions). Noteworthy are the usage data coming from some emerging countries such as China, India, and Australia (Fig. 15 ). Clarivate Analytics yearly releases the Journal Citation Reports including Impact Factor calculations (Fig. 16 ). Citations and source items details related to the last impact factor calculation (2018) for Neurological Sciences are reported in Fig. 17 .
Despite the low contribution of the USA in terms of article submissions, the largest percentage of citing papers came from Italian and US authorship, followed by Chinese authors. The top 16 citing countries are displayed in the table below. Emerging countries (in orange) as a whole contributed 24% of overall citations (Fig. 18 ).
Conclusions
In these 40 years, we assisted to a continuous increase of reputation of Neurological Sciences in the panorama of the world clinical neurosciences publications also confirming the good quality of the Italian Neurology. We are sure that this trend will continue in the future, attracting a large number of young researchers that with their enthusiasm and innovation will represent our future. 
